10

PREFACE

Shakespeare might establish a reasonable standarc
of scholarlike qualification.   As thus :
1.    Be jocular, of course.   Cela soulage.   But re-
member that smirking facetiousness is after all the
cue of the undergraduate rather than of the professor,
however enlivening it may be to the London audience.
2.    Be careful not to commit yourself in an un-
duly bumptious manner to judgments on subjects
which any student can see you have never studied.
3.    Remember that logic is not a mere clerkly
exercise to embellish your chosen misrepresentation
of a complicated issue, but a law applicable to your
whole argumentation.    Reflect that there may be
judgment to come, and that the British Academy
should not be made a laughing-stock.   Its credit is
finally more important than yours.
4.    Having regard to the Name commemorated
in your lecture, you will do well not to strut and
fret twenty minutes beyond your hour upon the stage,
even if you feel it de ngueur to strut and fret.    A
full-laden scholar may hold us long ;  an uncunning
sophister palls.
5.    Try to be more or less continuously audible,
even though you may justly claim that that is not
the professorial practice.   Students in class-room are
perhaps not unready to go to sleep.   Outsiders may
be different.
6.    Of course no one could fitly urge you to master
the A B C of platform utterance.   That is not the
ideal of the Academy itself in its severer hours; and
University men recognise that clear utterance at